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Director Resources Policy 

Department of Planning and Environment 

GPO Box 39, Sydney 2001 

1300 305 695 
 

“Open Cut mining prohibition for Drayton South” 
 

 This SSHEG Submission Supports “Underground Mining in the Hunter 

Valley, and this Drayton South Proposal in particular.  

 

 

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 

               P.O. Box 626 

            Singleton NSW 2330 

            ssheg@hotmail.com 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and  

Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance Orders. 
 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
 

SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 

 

 

 

ingleton hire ealthy nvironment roup 

  “Drayton South Underground Mining Lease” 

54”  
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 The proposed prohibition requires amendments to the:  

• State Environmental Planning Policy (Mining, Petroleum Production and 

Extractive Industries) 2007  

• State Environmental Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 

2011. 

• Drayton South is the subject of recommendations by the independent 

Planning Assessment Commission.  

 
 

 Since the formation of Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group in 

2008 our focus on Air Quality has been on Community Health of especially 

Children in the Hunter Valley and the Near neighbours as Occupationally 

Exposed to Open Cut Coal Mines and Coal Fired Power Stations. 

 Specifically; Air Quality, Mine Noise, Rural Rainwater Tanks 

Contamination, and Subsurface Water impacts remain today as Community 

Health Concerns. The “SSHEG Air Pollution Health Study Review 2014” 

below summarised six years of investigations, prioritising the Exposure 

Disease Risk to our Rural Communities; less from underground mining. 

 However, Underground Coal Mining has been the mainstay of our 

Australian Society and SSHEG is not alone, with the most Mine aggrieved 

Bulga Community also publicly support Underground Coal Mining.  
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  Composite Pictorial View of State Significant Adjunct to National Parks 
 

  Underground Mining is supported as it minimises the Surface impact 

on land, with Mine Air Pollution and Noise confined to localised Infrastructure 

areas where Pollution Mitigation Controls can be effectively achieved. 
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 Since 2010 SSHEG has reported on the Aboriginal and Colonial 

significance of the grasslands that adjoin the UNESCO Greater Blue 

Mountains National Parks, having recently highlighted the Aboriginal, 

Colonial and Convict State Significant 1820’s Cockfighter Valley Precinct 

from Broke to Jerrys Plains. 

In 1984 Muswellbrook Shire Council earlier detailed the Landscape 

Conservation Area significance (Illustrated) of the alluvial Flats of the 

Central and Lower Goulbourn Rivers; where Coal Reserves are outlined by 

Malabar Mining on Drayton South and Spur Hill Mine Leases. 
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Already the Hunter Valley Community, Councils, and NSW 

Government are planning for the Hunter Valley after Mining. Strategically 

restricted Underground mining in such a way to achieve Concurrent use of 

Land for agriculture, Towns, Villages, Farms with Underground Mining; 

compares to the Coexistence Debate related to Open Cut Coal Mining. 
 

 
 

The previous Heritage Fiasco as Open Cut Mining attempted to 

Bulldoze the Heritage listed Wambo Homestead Complex, has now been 

followed by another Coal Mine attempting the “Popular Vote” to “Relocate 

the Heritage Listed Ravensworth Homestead” rather than recognise the 

Community Enterprise Entity Cultural Significance. 

SSHEG is calling in the first instance for all Hunter Valley Shire 

Councils, Minerals Council, and NSW Government Authorities to “Speak 

out Publicly and Support Aboriginal, Colonial and Convict Heritage”, or 

otherwise be condemned with consequential damages.  
 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group   
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   State Significant Adjunct to UNESCO Greater Blue Mountains National Parks 


